
Morning sermon series: Heaven Meets Earth  
 

"Waiting and Preparing" (Matthew 11v1-19) 
 
What will God’s Kingdom power in the ‘here and now’ look like, in our lives and at 
Abbey? The problem with hedging our bets and being numb to the coming of 
Christ’s Kingdom. A sequence of 3 things to do as we seek God together: 
 
1) Trusting (v1-6) 
The example of John the Baptist in prison (v2, 3) shows us how spiritually 
disorienting and depressing we can find suffering and disappointment. Our 
questions don’t cancel out our faith (v7-9). Jesus teaches us, in the dark times, to 
remain true to what we’ve grasped from him and his word (v4, 5), and to keep 
holding onto him as we trust him for ourselves (v6). 
How can we take our dark times to Christ in prayer in a way that strengthens that 
bond of trust in him? 
 
2) Preparing (v7-15) 
We have the immense privilege of living after the resurrection, in the age of the 
Spirit (v10-14) before Christ comes again. John was the messenger and ‘Elijah’ of 
Malachi 4v5 who came before the Lord Jesus, but our privilege is greater. 
 
How, then, should we be waiting for the Lord and preparing in the here and now? 
Jesus teaches us, as his Kingdom comes, whatever is happening, to keep on 
trusting in him personally and to keep on turning our lives towards his kingdom 
rule. 
 
3) Receiving and Rejoicing (v16-19) 
Jesus says (v16-19) that there is a superficiality, a stubborn indifference 
to him and the coming of his Kingdom, that refuses to prepare its heart 
and mourn over sin, and also refuses to dance over the amazingly 
gracious news about the wedding of the King and his people. 
 
In order to be open to what God, by his Spirit, wants to do among us 
and through us this year, let’s trust Christ when we don’t understand, 
keep turning to him and saying “yes” to being refined, and keep 
receiving his love and rejoicing in the Spirit. 
 
Heaven Meets Earth When We Keep Trusting, Turning to, and 
Rejoicing in Christ Himself! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


